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IF THERE WAS EVER SOMEONE WHO WAS AN ORIGINAL, AN AUTHENTIC, WHOSE CLARION CALL OF “I AM!” RANG OUT WITH OLD TESTAMENT DEFIANCE, IT WAS CAMILLA.
AT THE AGE OF TWO, HER WONDERFUL PHYSICIAN, NORMAN BELL PLOPPED HER UP ON THE OPERATING TABLE FOR HER CHECKUP.  SHE LOOKED HIM STRAIGHT IN THE EYE AND SAID, “I WILL NOT COOPERATE.”
CAMILLA HAD THE SINGLE QUALITY I MOST ADMIRE IN THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE – COURAGE.  SHE SHOWED IT IN HER ORIGINALITY, HONESTY, AND HER ARTISTIC TALENTS HER BELIEFS, HER ENDURANCE AND HER WILL TO LIVE.  
I WAS, AM AND ALWAYS WILL BE IN AWE OF MY DAUGHTER’S COURAGE, AS WILL I OF HER MOTHER, MY WIFE, REMA AND HER BROTHER, MY SON, JOHN.  
OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS OUR FAMILY TRIED TO SOMEHOW MAINTAIN A SEMBLANCE OF ORDER AND ROUTINE UNDER EXTRAORDINARY CONDITIONS.  AND IT WAS YOU, ALL OF YOU IN THIS CHURCH AND MANY, MANY OTHERS WHO WRAPPED OUR FAMILY IN A COCOON OF KINDNESSES AND PRAYERS THAT BUOYED US UP IN THE MOST VIOLENT STORMS.  OUR FAMILY IS MINDFUL THAT YOU ALL HAD YOUR OWN FAMILY CHALLENGES, SUFFERING, TRAVAILS – AND YET, YOU MADE THE TIME AND EFFORT OVER AND OVER FOR CAMILLA, FOR JOHN, FOR REMA AND FOR ME.  WE ARE FOREVER GRATEFUL AND HUMBLE.  WE KNOW THERE ARE THOSE WHO DID THINGS WILL NEVER KNOW ABOUT AND PEOPLE WHO PRAYED FOR US WE’VE WHOM WE’VE NEVER MET.  BUT WE HEARD YOUR PRAYERS, AND WE WILL HEAR AND FEEL THE ECHOES OF THOSE PRAYERS FOREVER.  WE THANK PAUL’S CHAPEL FOR THE GRACE AND CARE AND DIGNITY THEY’VE SHOWN OUR FAMILY.
AT ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S RESEARCH HOSPITAL IN MEMPHIS, WHERE CAMILLA RECEIVED BONE TRANSPLANTS FROM HER BROTHER AND MOTHER AND UNDER WHOSE CARE CAMILLA RECEIVED REMARKABLE TREATMENT AND LOVE, WE SAW CHILDREN RICH AND POOR, BLACK AND WHITE , YELLOW AND BROWN, CHRISTIAN, MOSLEM, JEW, HINDU AND BUDDHIST,  AND ALL OF THE DISTINCTIONS WE USE TO SEPARATE THE HUMAN FAMILY FELL AWAY.  WE UNDERSTOOD WE ARE ONE HUMAN FAMILY THAT OUR CHILDREN ARE OUR LIFELINE TO A BETTER, MORE HUMAN, MORE COURAGEOUS MORE JOYFUL WORLD –THAT SUFFERING IS UNIVERSAL BUT THAT SO TO IS THE CAPACITY FOR COMPASSION.  
TO CAMILLA’S FRIENDS – YOU GAVE THE GREATEST GIFT OF ALL TO OUR DAUGHTER, - FRIENDSHIP.   IT WASN’T ABOUT BEING CLEVER, ABOUT BEING COOL.  IT WAS ABOUT BEING KIND.  YOUR LETTERS YOUR VISITS, YOUR PHONE CALLS, YOUR WORRIES, YOUR FEARS, YOUR PRAYERS WERE THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT THING TO HER, AND THE GREATEST BLESSING TO US.  KINDNESS IS THE MOST UNDERAPPRECIATED VIRTUE; THE MOST UNRECOGNIZED BUT THE SUBTLEST AND MOST POWERFUL SHARING OF THE HEART.  
TO EVERYONE IN THIS SANCTUARY, AND THE MANY, MANY WHO AREN’T PRESENT WHO GAVE SELFLESSLY TO CAMILLA AND OUR FAMILY- YOU DID IT RIGHT, FOR THE NOBLEST OF REASONS, FOR A NOBLE GIRL.
AGAIN, TO CAMILLA’S FRIENDS:  WHEN YOU ARE SAD, WHEN YOU ARE DOWN, WHEN YOU DOUBT YOURSELF, IF YOU WANT TO HONOR CAMILLA,  HAVE COURAGE, THE COURAGE TO BE A FRIEND, TO EXPERIENCE JOY, TO RISK, TO BE HONEST, TO NOT GIVE UP – SHE NEVER DID.  YOU CAN HONOR HER SPIRIT, BY DRAWING INSPIRATION FROM HER.  INSPIRE COMES FROM THE LATIN MEANING LITERALLY TO BREATHE THE BREATH OF LIFE INTO SOME ONE ELSE.  YOU KEEP HER SPIRIT ALIVE BY DRAWING UPON HER INSPIRATION AND INSPIRING OTHERS.
THE ARC OF CAMILLA’S LIFE WAS SHORT – BUT IT WAS STRONG, AND IT WAS HIGH.  SHE WAS A STRONG, WILLFUL, JOYFUL, PROUD EAGLE…THE WRITER HERMAN MELVILLE WROTE IN 1851, 
“… THERE IS A CATSKILL EAGLE IN SOME SOULS THAT CAN ALIKE DIVE DOWN INTO THE BLACKEST GORGES, AND SOAR OUT OF THEM AGAIN AND BECOME INVISIBLE IN THE SUNNY SPACES. AND EVEN IF SHE FOR EVER FLIES WITHIN THE GORGE, THAT GORGE IS IN THE MOUNTAINS; SO THAT EVEN IN HER LOWEST SWOOP THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE IS STILL HIGHER THAN OTHER BIRDS UPON THE PLAIN, EVEN THOUGH THEY SOAR." 

